
by	  Leila	  Tamini	  Lichaei	  

	   Created	  by	  the	  Center	  for	  Applied	  Second	  Language	  Studies,	  University	  of	  Oregon	  	  

	  
 

	  

Questions	   Possible	  answers	  	  

Who	  makes	  small	  talk?	   • People	  who	  do	  not	  know	  each	  other	  
• Acquaintances	  and	  friends	  

Where	  do	  people	  make	  small	  talk?	   • At	  a	  store	  
• At	  a	  bus	  stop	  
• In	  the	  elevator	  
• At	  work	  
• At	  a	  party	  	  

Why	  do	  people	  make	  small	  talk?	   • To	  be	  polite	  and	  friendly	  
• To	  break	  the	  silence	  
• To	  fill	  time	  

What	  topics	  are	  appropriate	  for	  small	  
talk?	  

• Greetings	  
• The	  weather	  
• Current	  events	  or	  news	  
• Sports	  
• Clothes	  people	  are	  wearing	  
• Shopping	  
• Restaurants	  in	  the	  area	  


