
by Lindsay Marean 

 Created by the Center for Applied Second Language Studies, University of Oregon  

Comparisons 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adjectives (describing words) have different degrees. While one costume may be old, another 
costume may be older. To show this difference in degree, you can use -er or more: 
 
 A witch is an older costume than a Fortnite skin. 
 
 Fortnite costumes are more popular than witches. 
 
Usually, -er is used with one-syllable adjectives, and more is used with three-syllable and longer 
adjectives. Two-syllable adjectives might use -er, more, or either. 
 
 Spiderman is cooler than Wonder Woman. 
 
 Pirates are more popular than princesses.  
 
 Zombies are scarier than rabbits. 
 
 Fortnite is more modern than ninjas. 
 
The opposite of more is less.  
 
 Princesses are less popular than pirates. 
 
If something is the greatest degree possible, you can use -est or most. 
 
 Fortnite is the most popular. 
 
 Zombies are the spookiest costumes. 
 
You can also use more and most to talk about actions and feelings, and well as number of 
people. 
 
 I like unicorns more than clowns. 
 
 Dinosaurs are searched the most in Eugene, Oregon.  


